Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 20th June, 2005 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.
 
 
Cathaoirleach:           Cllr. M.H Cavanagh.
 
Also Present:              Cllrs. J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, 
A. Phelan, D. Doyle, M. Doran, T. Brennan, 
P. Millea, D. Dowling, M. Shortall, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Cody, 
M. O’Brien, C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, 
P. O’Neill, M. Brett, T. Maher. W. Ireland, J. Coonan, 

M. Noonan & W. Ireland, C. Long.
 
 
In Attendance:          M. Malone, Co. Manager, P. O’Neill, J. McCormack, 
T. Gunning, Directors of Services, A.M. Walsh, M. Brennan, Senior Executive Officers, D. McDonnell, Management Accountant, D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner, 
K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, C. O’ Sullivan, Conservation Officer, and A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator.
 
 
Votes of Sympathy:
 
A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 

· Carmel Cashin, Secretary to Mr. Tom Gunning, on the death of her mother Bridget Cashin.

· John Murphy, Ballyfoyle, Tullogher, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his aunt Eily Murphy.

· Laura Murphy, Brownsford, Inistiogue, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny of the death of her aunt Eily Murphy. 

· Pat Doyle, Glenpipe, Tullogher, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death his brother Gary Doyle. 

· Mrs. Costigan, Wallslough, Grovine, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband John Costigan. 

· Richard O’ Gorman, Tourtane, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Sheila O’ Gorman. 

· Jimmy Doyle, Tourtane, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Maggie Doyle.

· The Healy Family, Kilmacar, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mr. James Healy. 

· Thomas Ryan, Ennisnag, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father. 

· Maisie Brennan, 25 Green Street, Kilkenny on the death of her husband John Brennan. 

· Martin O’ Shea, Ballygown, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Thomas O’ Shea. 

· The Ryan Family, Lower Kilmacow, Via Waterford, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Pat Ryan.

· The Walsh Family, Rathcurby, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Willie Walsh.

· Kathleen Barden & Family, Killinaspick, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Tom Barden. 

 
1.         Confirmation of Minutes- Dearbhú Miontuairiscí:
 
(a)               Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 16th May, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:- 
 
“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16th May, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 
(b)               Minutes of Resumed Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 3rd   May, 2005
 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:  
 
“That the minutes of the Resumed Meeting  held on 3rd May, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 
 
(c)      Minutes of Special Meeting regarding Kilkenny County Council’s Development Contribution Scheme held on 31st May, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran, and resolved: 
 
“That the minutes of Special Meeting  held on 31st May, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 
(d)     Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 9th May, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. J.Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved: 
 
“That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area held on 9th May, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(e)    Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 11th May, 2005.
               Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 11th May,    2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(f) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 13th May, 2005 
    Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-

“That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 13th May,   2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(g) Minutes of SPC 3 – Environment Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning  Meeting held on 18th May, 2005 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-

“That the minutes of SPC 3 Meeting held on 18th May, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(h) Minutes of SPC 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education  Meeting held on 24th May, 2005 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-

“That the minutes of SPC 5 Meeting held on 24th May, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(i) Minutes of SPC 1 –  Forward Planning & Development, Meeting held on 26th May, 2005 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-

“That the minutes of SPC 1 Meeting held on 26th May, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(j) Minutes of SPC 4 – Housing & Social Policy Meeting held on 7th June, 2005 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-

“That the minutes of SPC 4 Meeting held on 26th May, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

2.         Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council.
Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachtaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó Rúin an      Chomhairle.
  (a)      Housing and Other Disposal- Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile
Housing - Tithíocht
 
Proposed by Cllr.  Pat O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. Catherine Phelan Holden and resolved:-
 

(i) “That Kilkenny County Council approve of the disposal of its interest in lands at Castlebanny, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny to Christopher and Jacqueline  Mullally, Castlebanny, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny for the purpose of rectifying the title to cottage plot, mapping error when house sold originally, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”. (Notification attached) 

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Ballycallan, Co. Kilkenny to Ronan & Bernadette O’ Connor in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June, 2005). 

(iii) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 4 Hebron Park, Kilkenny to Katie and Gary Fitzpatrick in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June, 2005)

(iv) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 94 Rosewood, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Bernadette Madden in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June 2005). 

(v) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 120 Assumption Place, Kilkenny to Michael Hoban and Gemma Doyle in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June, 2005). 

(vi) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 10 Togher Lawns, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny to James and Ann Kealy in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June, 2005). 

(vii)  “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest  in house at 25 Mallfield, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny to Brendan Maher and Gabrielle Durack in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June, 2005). 

  (viii)  “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 37 Abbey Park, Rathculliheen, Ferrybank, Via Waterford to David Mulcahy, in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June, 2005). 

(ix)   “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest   in   house at 17 Hawthorn Drive, Bellfield, Ferrybank, Via Waterford to Marie   Turley in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 9th June, 2005). 

(b) 
Other Disposal -
 Díuscairt Eile

Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of a section of the    Workhouse at Callan, Co. Kilkenny to Camphill Communities, Callan, Co. Kilkenny for the sum of €100,000.00 with each party being responsible for their own legal costs” 

(c)  
Corporate Affairs - Gnóthaí Corparáideacha
          
Annual Report 2004 
          
Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved.
 
“That Draft Annual Report for 2004 is hereby approved”.
(d)  
Roads – Bóithre
(a) N10 Bohernatounish Road Roundabout – Part 8 Planning Report 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved:-
“That construction of a roundabout on the N10 Kilkenny Ring Road at the junction of Bohernatounish road to replace the existing staggered junction is hereby approved”
No submissions received. 

In response to a question from Cllr. J. Coonan. Mr. Tom Gunning, Director of Services informed the members that it was hoped that the works on this roundabout would be completed by Christmas he confirmed to the members that the works were co-funded by the NRA/IDA and local funding. 
(b) Part VIII Planning & Development Act Ballybough Street         
Improvements 

Proposed by M. Brett, Seconded by T. Maher and resolved:- 
“That improvement at Ballybough Street including the removal of the old school house building (protected structure) adjacent to the army barracks wall to allow for the improvement of a pedestrian facility and provision of additional parking”. 
No submissions received. 
(d)     Housing – Tithíocht
          Report on Housing Needs Assessment 

John McCormack, Director of Services went through the details of the report for members. He confirmed to members that applicants who had been on the list prior to the assessment but who had failed to return the completed application forms by the 31st March, 2005 deadline would be included on the housing list provided they re-applied within the next few months. He confirmed to members that this particular form was a standard form issued nationally. However, he confirmed that both housing staff and elected members had helped applicants to complete this form. 
It was requested that as well as advertising on KCLR, that in future Kilkenny County Council should advertise on South East Radio and Waterford Local Radio and that applicants be notified by registered post. 
A discussion took place regarding the role of members in the letting process. The County Manager confirmed that the scheme of letting priorities is a reserved function but informed members that the actual letting of houses is an executive function. He encouraged members to bring information about the needs of housing applicants to the housing department. 

Contributions Cllrs. M. Shortall, J. Coonan, C. Connery, T. Breathnach, P. Fitzpatrick, M. O’ Brien, P. Millea and D. Dowling. 

Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with   Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000
Proposed by Cllr. Pat O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- 
“That Erection of 2 No. Dwellings at Gorteen, Skeoghvosteen, Co. Kilkenny is hereby approved”. 
(f)              Planning – Pleanáil
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 
(a)            “Variation of Kilkenny County Development Plan and Kilkenny City and Environs Plan – Car parking standards/initiations of process”. 
          (b)            Draft Rural Housing Strategy
It was agreed that this issue be adjourned to the July Meeting and placed as item No.2 on the Agenda for that meeting. 

          (c)            Part 8 River Nore Linear Park – Update

Philip O’ Neill, Director of Services updated the members regarding this development and that Part 8 was now on public display. It was agreed that members would meet in County Hall at 11.30 on the morning of the July meeting with Clare Murphy in order to walk the route of Phase 1 of this development i.e. from Greens Bridge to Talbots Inch. Philip O’ Neill confirmed to the members that most of the land within phase 1 was within public ownership. He confirmed to members that Kilkenny County Council would attend to concerns raised by members regarding anti-social behaviour relating to problems with horses on the route. 

Contributions Cllrs. M. Lanigan, J. Cody, M. Noonan, J. Coonan, P. O’ Neill and T. Breathnach. 

       (d)          Proposed Additions to and Deletion from the Record of Protected Structures for County Kilkenny arising from Local Area Plans 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved:- 
“That proposed additions to and Deletion from the Record of Protected Structures for County Kilkenny arising from Local Area Plans is hereby approved”. 
Philip O’ Neill confirmed to members that all those who had been added to or deleted from the record of protected structures had been contacted. He outlined the implications for those who were registered owners of these structures, i.e. they would have to apply for planning permission if they were to carry out any alterations or extensions to the protected structure. Also they can apply for a conservation grant. 

It was agreed that the Conservation Officer Cormac O’ Sullivan would meet with the relevant SPC at their next meeting and that a report be forwarded to members following this SPC Meeting. It was agreed that a copy of the list of protected structures within the Piltown Electoral Area be forwarded to all members within that area. 
Contributions by Cllrs. P. Dunphy, P. O’ Neill, D. Dowling, M. Noonan, M.H. Cavanagh and T. Breathnach. 
Environment – Comhshaol 
Historic Graveyard Grants 2005 – Second Round Offers 
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. Shortall and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council approves the payment of Historic Graveyard Grants 2005 in accordance with the list circulated to the Members”. 

It was requested that either Tony Walsh or a member of his staff confirm whether a graveyard itself needed to be deemed historic in order to qualify for a grant or whether the presence of a particular monument within the graveyard qualified it for grant assistance. 

 Urgent Correspondence - Comhfhreagras Práinneach
Following a discussion on the issue of unfinished housing estates the County Manager agreed that each member should be given a copy of the protocol agreed with the Construction Industry Federation. 

4.      Business adjourned from a previous Meeting - Gnó ar athló ó chruinniú  
         roimhe seo
5.     Fix Dates and Times of Meetings - Dátaí agus Amanta do chruinnithe a   
       shocru
(i)
Schedule of meetings from June 2005 to August 2005 agreed. 

(ii)
Fix date for Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council regarding proposed variation to City & Environs Development Plan/Local Area Plan & River Nore Linear Park Phase 1.


It was agreed that this meeting would take place on Friday 29th July at 4.30 p.m. with a finishing time of 6.00 p.m. 


At this juncture a presentation was made by Catherine Organo from the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland. She was accompanied by her colleague Dave Fenton. In response to queries raised from the Elected Members, she informed the meeting that the survey focused on a grid within Co. Kilkenny and within that grid, 177 households were asked to participate. She informed the committee there was no link between housing density and the presence of Radon. She confirmed that the presence of Radon was higher at ground level then at the upper stories of buildings. She confirmed that where there are some types of rocks with  higher uranium levels but it is the structure of the rock that mainly influences the level of radon.


In response to queries from the members, Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer informed the Council that it was mandatory to have radon protection in place since 1998 and this has been put in all County Council houses since that time. The average cost of detection equipment was between €40-€50. He stated that was the intention to do survey of approximately 5% of the Borough and Council stock for the presence of radon. A survey had already been completed on County Council work places. He confirmed that there was a map of Kilkenny in the housing drawing office which gave details of the areas of the County with the propensity for general higher radon levels which was available for public viewing. He encouraged people to install a detector. It was agreed to include a feature on Radon protection on the Council page of the Kilkenny People. 

It was proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Shortall and resolved:- 


“That Kilkenny County Council call on the Minister for Environment to act on the legislation which has been put in place and fund a grant scheme to encourage householders to put in a sump and/or radon barriers in their houses. 


Contributions: Cllrs. M. Noonan, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, A. Phelan, B. Aylward, J. Cody, T. Breathnach, M.H. Cavanagh, C. Connery and J. Coonan. 

6.          Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council - 
Plé ar Thuairiscí agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle:
(a)    Report on Kilkenny  Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 9th May  
      Report presented by Cllr. J. Coonan 

      Issues considered:- 

· Riverside Drive/Sycamores. Full support confirmed by the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee in progressing the concept plan for the River Nore Linear Park.
· Special Works, Kilkenny Area forwarded by Frank Grey and agreed by the members. The members urged that the Parks Department would be advanced and put in place as a matter or urgency.

· Review of speed limits specificially in relation to Dunmore Village and the Callan Road adjacent to SOS 

(b) Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 11th May 
       Report presented by Cllr. P O’ Neill 

         Issues Considered 

· Thomastown Traffic Management Scheme 

· Gowran and Paulstown Traffic Management Schemes 

      The following items were deferred until the July Meeting 
C.
Report on Piltown Electoral Area

D. Report on SPC 5 

E. Report on SPC 1

F. Report on SPC 4 

7. Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting - 
Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe
          None 

8. Conferences – Comhdhálacha
           Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and agreed. 

9. Matters Arising from Minutes - Gnótha ag éirí as Miontuairiscí
None 

10. Any Other Business - Aon Ghnó Eile
Cllr. Bobby Aylward raised the issue of the siting of the Horse Project. He read out to the members the contents of a letter which had been forwarded to him by A.M. Walsh, Housing Officer. It was agreed that the matter and the questions raised would be referred back to the Housing SPC. 
Contributions: Cllrs. P. Millea, P. O’ Neill, C. Connery, M. Shortall and B. Aylward. 
11.       Notices of Motion - 
12. Fógraí Rúin:



19 (05)
Cllrs. Michael O’Brien, Malcolm Noonan, Tomas Breathnach & Ann Phelan

“That Kilkenny County Council urges the Minister for Health & Children and the Health Service Executive to implement the proposals for the provision of Neurology Services at Waterford Regional Hospital contained in the Comhairle na nOspideal Report including the appointment of new neurologists together with full complementary staff and facilities”. 

Agreed. (Send letter to Minister Mary Harney, Health & Children) 

The following Notices of Motions were deferred. 

20 (05)
Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh

“That this Council supports Post Offices retaining their current service provision remit and, in recognition of the important role of the post office at the heart of the local community, calls on the Government to expand the role of Post Offices to ensure their viability in the future”.
21 (05)
Cllr. Malcolm Noonan
“That Kilkenny County Council introduce Bye Laws banning the installation and use of food waste macerators in all new domestic dwellings, hotels and restaurants due to the adverse impacts that they pose on Local Authority Waste Water Treatment System”.
22(05)
Cllrs. Michael O’ Brien & Ann Phelan – Deferred to September

“That Kilkenny County Council would immediately examine the issues of road safety and pedestrian protection for residents of Mill Road, Inistioge, from the village centre extending to the recently completed housing estate, and consider installing corrective measures like ramps etc”. 

23(05)
Cllr. Tomas Breathnach –Deferred to July 


“Prior to any increased industrial development at Belview Port in the Slieverue area, Kilkenny County Council agrees to undertake/fund a baseline study of the Slieverue area to include criteria agreed with the Local Community”. 

24 (05)
Cllr. Tomas Breathnach – Deferred to July 


“That Kilkenny County Council undertake a survey of cross-roads in the County to determine the adequacy of their signage from a direction and safety point of view and a programme of work to remedy any deficiencies be drawn up and implemented”. 

25 (05)
Cllr. John Coonan
“That we the members of Kilkenny County Council Re Affirm our full support for the continued Development of acute Hospital services in Carlow, Kilkenny at St. Lukes Hospital”. 

26 (05) Cllrs. Ann Phlean & Michael O’ Brien – Deferred to  September 

“That this Council would immediately examine the issue of adequate street maintenance in Inistioge to address the special tourist related needs of the village and to supplement the commendable civic efforts of the local tidy towns committee”. 

27 (05) Cllrs. Pat Dunphy, Catherine Connery, John Brennan, Dick Dowling, 
Paul Cuddihy 
“That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister and ask her not to approve or licence genetically modified crops as long as there are doubts about safety to the consumer. That the consumer be protected until scientific evidence is produced that guarantees their safety”.

28(05) Cllrs. Michael O’ Brien, Joe Cody, Maurice Shortall, Tomas Breathnach  & Ann  Phelan
“That Kilkenny County Council, aware of the widespread concern about the exploitation of workers rights in Ireland, calls on the Minister for Enterprise Trade & Employment to properly increase and resource the Labour inspectorate, its powers and its penalties for no-compliance”. 

29(05)
Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh 

“This Council notes with concern the recent statements of the Irish Medical Organisation representing 6000 Medical Doctors, and a similar statement from the Strategic Task Force on Alcohol, in which both bodies expressed their alarm and concern at the proposals of the Minister for Justice to introduce five new categories of liquor licence under the proposed codification of liquor licensing legislation- they being:

· A Café Bar licence,

· A Distance Selling licence,

· A Caterer’s licence,

· A licence for Public Cultural Events, and 

· Guest House licence, 

Which will result in a greatly increased number of liquor outlets that will fuel the already serious problem of under age and binge drinking with the resultant public order problems that effect our society. 

We therefore call on the Government to recognize that we already have a problem of too easy access to alcohol leading to abuse, and that we have too many outlets selling alcohol at present with a licence for every 350  persons of all ages of the population. 

We therefore call on the Government to abandon these proposals”. 

30(05)
Cllr. Cora Long 

“ That Kilkenny County Council call on Mary Harney, Minister for Health to remove the means testing on family members for the Carers Allowance and would like her to give a firm commitment of when public representatives will be put on a forum of the Health Service Executive to bring the views of the public to the fore”. 
13. 
14. Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council - 
Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:
7(05)
Naas Town Council – 28th February, 2005
“That this Council again requests that the Minister for Justice immediately activates the necessary legal and constitutional measures to create a Gárda Reserve Force, organized on a regional basis and with emphasis on community “protection” requirements in developing towns like Naas.”
8(05)
Cavan County Council – 1st March, 2005
“That 50% of Councillors expenses arising from attendance at the Conference on Suicide- Prevention & Awareness in the Abbey Manor Hotel, Dromhair, Co. Leitrim on the 18th & 19th February 2005 be donate to a charity nominated by the sponsors of the Conference”.
9 (05)
Donegal County Council – 2nd March, 2005
“That Donegal County Council pursue with the Government the need for a Tax Incentive Business Development Scheme for Donegal”.

10 (05)
Longford Town Council – 2nd March, 2005
“That each Local Authority be requested to write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that guidelines be prepared for the calculation of the County Demand”.
11 (05) Donegal County Council – 3rd March, 2005
“That Donegal County Council call on all Mobile Phone Operators to introduce an all Ireland rate at no extra cost to their customers and that this policy be reflected in the County Development Plan”.
12 (05)
Leitrim County Council – 22nd March, 2005
“That Leitrim County Council call on the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, without delay: to bring an end to all drift netting for salmon; In cooperation with angling and tourist interests and fishery owners, to introduce a scheme to compensate those commercial fishermen who may suffer hardship as a result of the ending of drift netting and that this motion be circulated to all local authorities”.
13 (05)
Sligo County Council – 23rd March, 2005
“That this Council, concerned that the majority report of the Special Committee on the Traditional Arts was secretly tampered with after the final meeting of the Committee, and further recognizing that the Arts Council was aware of this irregular interference when it adopted the said report, this Council expresses its grave concern with the actions of the Arts Council, and calls on the Minister for the Arts to immediate a full inquiry to ascertain (a) who made the changes, (b) why were the changes made, (c) who authorized the changes, (d) what outside influence or vested interests were involved, (e) who benefited from the changes, and further, this Council calls on the Minister to take all necessary steps to ensure that the Arts Council, in future, will carry out its activities in an open and transparent manner”.
14 (05)
Kerry County Council – 23rd March, 2005
“That this Council declares the County of Kerry to be a GM free zone. That in line with this the Council opposes the growing of all Genetically Modified crops as they will inevitably contaminate conventional and organic species”.
15 (05)
Kerry County Council – 12th April, 2005
“That Kerry County Council ask that each County would have representation on the National Roads Authority”.
16 (05)
Kerry County Council – 12th April, 2005
“That this Council calls on and writes to the Minister for Finance and the Department of Local Government, Arts and Heritage to increase the funding available for play grounds and Council projects to a level of 2:1 matching funds”.
17 (05)
Leitrim County Council – 13th April, 2005 
“That we the members of Leitrim County Council call on the Tánaiste and Minister for Health Mary Harney T.D. to immediately put in place the Regional and County Health Forums as were promised when the Regional Health Boards were abolished. The present situation is totally unacceptable where there is no accountability and no place for elected members to raise matters of concern, of local health service provision on behalf of the communities they serve. It was agreed that the motion be circulated to All Local Authorities, Local Authority Members Association and the General Council of County Councils”.
18 (05)
Kerry County Council – 18th April, 2005
“That this Council call on the Minister for Health to insist that her Department, in conjunction with the Asthma Society of Ireland, carry out tests to establish the merits of the drug free Buteyko Breathing Technique in the treatment of asthma, a disease which affects more than 400,000 Irish people. I am calling on the Minister to intervene as it is unlikely that the Asthma Society will give in to calls to do these tests considering that some of the latest booklets are sponsored by Merck Sharp and Dohme Drug Company”.

19 (05)
Monaghan Town Council – 26th April, 2005
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Marine, Communications and Natural Resources to introduce an annual licensing system for all communication masts, antennae and ancillary equipment and to include the registration of all items of equipment on each mast”.
20 (05)
Donegal County Council – 27th April, 2005
“That this Council peruse methods of obtaining a green card amnesty for all so called “illegal Irish immigrants” living in America”.
21 (05)
Fermoy Town Council – 27th April, 2005

“That this Council write to the N.R.A. and the Minister for Transport with a request that proper truck stop facilities be provided in conjunction with the Fermoy Bypass in order:- 

· That the practice of overnight and weekend parking of trucks and trailers (particularly unattended) within the Fermoy Town Boundaries be curtailed.
· That the EEC Road Regulations regarding rest stops be adhered to by the Minister of Transport and the N.R.A.
· That via the provision of proper rest stops and overnight parking facilities that truck drivers would be allowed to comply with legislation.
· That the accident waiting to happen is averted.
22 (05)
Limerick County Council – 28th April, 2005
“That Limerick County Council calls on the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources to arrange a suitable buy-out package for driftnet fishermen in order to protect the salmon stocks from over-fishing”.

23(05)
Fermoy Town Council – 28th April, 2005
“That we call on the Minister for the Environment to remove the buy out clause available to developers to avoid implementation of the 20% social housing obligations”.
24(05)
Clones Town Council – 9th May, 2005 

That Clones Town Council call on the Government to reverse its health policy based on the Hanley Report and to examine the alternatives. In addition Clones Town Council demand that the implementation of these hospital reforms be halted immediately and that services be restored in those areas, where the reforms have already been introduced. 


The Hanly reforms proposals have been adopted as Government Policy and under these reforms 14 major Regional hospitals will be established to cater for all major surgery and trauma thereby downgrading the remaining 24 hospitals to local status. This will mean a loss of Maternity, A&E services other than a Nurse-led unit open for a few hours daily, 24/7 surgical cover for surgical and medical emergencies, Post Mortem facilities and other basic services. These type of Hospital reforms, which are shown by International, evidence-based research as unworkable, not patient-centred, uneconomic and unsafe, will not provide for the basic needs of the people and will put a tremendous strain on the major hospitals to cater for the increased workload. They will not give the people of Ireland a better, safer or more economic health service. As a matter of fact the Hanly Proposals have not been costed”

25(05)
Kilrush Town Council – 13th May, 2005 


“That this Council calls on the Minister for Finance to substantially increase financial supports for Irish Centres in Britain to enable organisations and agencies operating there to meet increased demands for Irish emigrant services”. 

26(05)
South Tipperary County Council – 13th May, 2005 

“That this Council supports the introduction of a National Waste Charges Waiver Scheme and calls on the Department of the Environment and Local Government and Department of Family and Social Affairs to introduce such a scheme without delay and to reimburse local authorities the cost of funding the scheme”. 

27(05)
South Tipperary County Council – 19th May, 2005  


“That this Council opposes the cutbacks on Community Employment Schemes and calls on the Minister to reverse the cutbacks and to abolish the lifetime capping of the schemes”. 

28(05)
South Tipperary County Council – 19th May, 2005 
“That South Tipperary County Council urges the Minister for Health and Children and the Health Services Executive to implement the recommendations of the Comhairle na Nspideal report in relation to the provision of neurological services at Waterford Regional Hospital including the appointment of new neurological consultants with full complimentary staff and facilities”. 

29 (05)   Monaghan Town Council – 19th May, 2005 
“ That this Council notes with concern the proposals of the Minister for Justice to introduce five new categories of liquor licence under the proposed codification of liquor licencing legislation – they being: 

A Café Bar licence, A Distance Selling licence, A Caterer’s Licence, A licence for Public Cultural Events, and a Guest House licence. 

We therefore call on the Government to recognise that we already have a problem of too easy access to alcohol leading to abuse, and that we have too many outlets selling alcohol at present with a license for every 350 persons of all ages of the population. This Council therefore resolves that no further liquor licences should be issued”. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

Before the official Presentation to Mr. Nicky  Brennan 
Incoming president elect of the GAA Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh thanked members for their co-operation over the past 12 months. 

 
 

 

 

  
